ALONG  THE   ROAD

genuous brute in man was less sophisticated, was
given longer rope, and joyously barks and wags
its tail round the appointed victim. Seen thus,
impassively, from the outside, the tragedy does
not purge or uplift ; it appals and makes desper-
ate* 5 or it may even inspire a kind of gruesome
mirth. The same situation may often be either
tragic or comic, according as it is seen through the
eyes of those who suffer or those who look on,
(Shift the point of vision a little and Macbeth could
be paraphrased as a roaring farce.) Breughel
makes a concession to the high tragic convention
by placing in the foreground of his picture a little
group made up of the holy women weeping and
wringing their hands. They stand quite apart
from the other figures in the picture and are
fundamentally out of harmony with them, being
painted in the style of Roger van der Weyden.
A little oasis of passionate spirituality, an island
of consciousness and comprehension in the midst
of the pervading stupidity and brutishness. Why
Breughel put them jnto his picture is difficult to
guess 5 perhaps for the benefit of the conven-
tionally religious, perhaps out of respect for
tradition; or perhaps he found his own creation
too depressing and added this noble irrelevance
to reassure himself.
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